
Eleanor’s Court: 
FALL 2024 UPDATE

Eleanor’s Court is a 25-unit, deeply affordable supportive housing development being built for 
individuals who are precariously housed in our community. It is being constructed in Sydney and 
will be owned by New Dawn Enterprises and operated by the Ally Centre of Cape Breton. This 
quarterly newsletter is to keep our Northend neighbours and the general public informed about the 
development’s progress.

To access the project’s website for monthly updates, resources 
and educational materials, please follow this QR code.

Interested in connecting with us? Feel free to email us at: eleanorscourt@newdawn.ca.    



FALL PROJECT RECAP

An interior suite 
as of November 
2024

Read about our project activities since our Summer Newsletter was 
released in September 2024

Design:
The building’s mural is almost complete and we will now work on getting it installed on the 
building. Artist Loretta Gould worked to paint this beautiful piece to honour Eleanor Young’s 
memory and to represent the seven sacred Mi’kmaw teachings. We are honoured to have this 
piece find its home on the Eleanor’s Court building, and we look forward to celebrating the 
mural during the building’s opening ceremonies. We have purchased all furniture, fixtures, and 
equipment and we are ready to move them into the building once substantial construction 
completion occurs. Our signage consultants have also finalized all designs, and the signs are 
in the process of being fabricated.

Build: 
A big focus this fall was on completing the final phase of our civil works before the ground 
froze. We are happy to say that work is now completed: with drainage, groundworks, 
concrete, and tie ins to municipal infrastructure all in place. We thank everyone for their 
patience during periods of disruption on Charlotte Street and in the New Dawn Centre 
back parking lot. Inside the building, our electricians, mechanical, and sprinkler contractors 
completed all rough-ins. As they have completed their work, the Dora team has been able to 
move along behind them drywalling, which is making the space really come to life. 

Programming & Support: 
We are thrilled to welcome Yvonne Jessome to our team as the Eleanor’s Court Housing 
Coordinator. She started her position in November and will see the project through in this 
pre-opening phase right to its ongoing operations. Yvonne brings a wealth of knowledge to 
the supportive housing space with her recent experience opening the Pine Tree Park Pallet 
Shelter Village and years of experience in numerous other positions in the housing sector. We 
are so fortunate to have Yvonne to manage the day-to-day operations of Eleanor’s Court, 
overseeing all programming and supports, tenant needs, and staffing.



LOOKING FORWARD

Read on for what we expect around the project over the next few months. 

Design: 
At this stage in the project, design work is essentially coming to an end. You may remember at the 
beginning of the project, some beautiful trees needed to be removed from the site. Our team is still 
working on finding creative ways to incorporate the wood from the milled trees as they complete 
finishing work inside. Once they have completed this finishing work, we will have a better sense of 
what wood remains, and, if possible, what wood can be made available for community use.

Build: 
The Dora team and our contractors are hard at work in the interior of the building to try to get to 
substantial completion. We have had to push out planting for the landscaping work until this coming 
spring to ensure that plants have the best chance for survival given our current temperature and 
season. The final months of the project will bring the installation of all the furniture, fixtures, equipment, 
signage, window coverings, painting, millwork, commissioning for mechanical and sprinkler, and 
deficiency inspections and remediations. All the final touches that will really make the building feel like 
home are just around the corner.

Programming & Support: 
Now that the Housing Coordinator is in place, she will work to hire the Eleanor’s Court staff, as well as 
set up their training. The operational policies and procedures will also be finalized before doors open. 
Most importantly, in the winter season, we will complete much planning and work to supportively 
welcome residents into their new homes! If you are interested in helping with this welcoming work, 
please email: eleanorscourt@newdawn.ca.

Snapshot of the site as of November 2024



Interested in connecting with us? 
Feel free to email us at: eleanorscourt@newdawn.ca 

Thank you to the Province of Nova Scotia for  
their support in making this newsletter possible. 

To access the project’s 
website for monthly 
updates, resources and 
educational materials, 
please follow this QR code.

Want to sign up to receive 
the Quarterly Newsletter 
online? Just follow this QR 
Code to get on our electronic 
newsletter mailing list.
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